
Level 7, 95 Customhouse Quay 
Wellington 6011 

tewaihanga.govt.nz DX SX33303 | Wellington 
NEW ZEALAND 

26 August 2026 Ref: OIA26-TW18 

Via email: 

Dear 

Thank you for your email of 3 August 2026  requesting information as follows: 

“ Under the Official Information Act 1982, I am requesting all communications between your 
agency and the Labour Party Leaders' Office, from 3 February 2025 to today's date. 
This should include, but not be limited to: 
- Emails
- Text messages
- Meeting invitations
Where information is withheld, I request you provide the title and date of the
communication/document withheld, the reason for refusal and the grounds in support of that
reason as required by section 19(a)(i) and (ii) of the Official Information Act.”

I have considered your request under the Official Information Act 1982 (OIA). Please find my 
decision on your request set out below. 

Response 
Emails identified in scope of this request with my decision on release are listed in the table 
below and are attached to this letter.  

Item Date Description / “Subject” Decision 
1 19/5/25 to 

20/5/25 
Email chain – “Response to your OIA request”. 
Response letter is publicly available on the Te 
Waihanga website here: response-letter-and-
documents-copies-of-3-infracom-papers-16-
june.pdf 

Release with some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) and refused 
under s18(d) as publicly 
available. 

2 19/5/25 to 
25/5/25 

Email chain – “Contact details”. Release with some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) 

3.1 3/7/25 Email – “OIA25-TW14 Official Information 
Request – (Name withheld)”. 

Release with some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) 

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/um5nyjam/response-letter-and-documents-copies-of-3-infracom-papers-16-june.pdf
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/um5nyjam/response-letter-and-documents-copies-of-3-infracom-papers-16-june.pdf
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/um5nyjam/response-letter-and-documents-copies-of-3-infracom-papers-16-june.pdf
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3.2 15/7/25 to 
21/7/25 

Email – “OIA25-TW14 Response”. 
Response letter is publicly available on the Te 
Waihanga website here: 
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-
strategy/hsxbqh4m/request-for-papers-on-rma-
reform-31-july-2025.pdf 

Release with some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) and refused 
under s18(d) as publicly 
available. 

4 19/8/25 to 
26/8/25 

Email chain – “RE: Information releases – 
infrastructure weekly updates” 

Release with some 
information withheld 
under s9(2)(a) 

A search of our records revealed there were neither texts nor meeting invites identified in 
scope of this request. However, I note there was a meeting held on 19 June 2025 between the 
Chief Executive of Te Waihanga, Geoff Cooper and Members of Parliament Kieran McAnulty 
and Barbara Edmonds to discuss the draft National Infrastructure Plan prior to its publication 
at which Thomas Raethel from the Labour Leader’s Office was noted as an attendee.  

In making my decision on the release of information, the public interest considerations set out 
in section 9(1) of the OIA were considered. It is necessary to continue to withhold some 
information as no public interest was identified that would outweigh the reason for 
withholding under the following section(s) of the OIA:  

• s9(2)(a) – comprising Official Information Act requester names and staff direct contact
details which are withheld to protect the privacy of individuals

I trust this response addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my response.

Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) may be published on the 
Commission’s website. 

Yours sincerely 

Peter Nunns 
General Manager, Strategy 

Attachment: OIA26-TW18 Attachment Items 1 to 4

https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/hsxbqh4m/request-for-papers-on-rma-reform-31-july-2025.pdf
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/hsxbqh4m/request-for-papers-on-rma-reform-31-july-2025.pdf
https://media.umbraco.io/te-waihanga-30-year-strategy/hsxbqh4m/request-for-papers-on-rma-reform-31-july-2025.pdf


OIA26-TW18
Attachment - Items 1 to 4



From: Ministerial Services
To: LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz
Cc: Ministerial Services
Subject: Response to your OIA Request
Date: Monday, 16 June 2025 5:03:00 pm
Attachments: Response letter and documents - OIA25-TW09  (Labour Leader’s Office) Copies of 3

Infracom papers.pdf
image001.jpg

Kia ora 

Please find attached a response to your recent OIA request.

Ngā mihi

Ministerial Services  
New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga
Visit us online at https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/

From: Ministerial Services 
Sent: Tuesday, 20 May 2025 12:42 pm
To: LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz
Subject: Acknowledgement: OIA Request

Kia ora 

Thank you for your OIA request which we received on 19 May (copied below). This email
confirms receipt and advises that we will respond to you as soon as possible and by 17
June at the latest.

Ngā mihi

Ministerial Services 

New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga 
Visit us online at https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/

Item 1

s9(2)
(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)
(a)

mailto:MinisterialServices@tewaihanga.govt.nz
mailto:LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz
mailto:MinisterialServices@tewaihanga.govt.nz
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftewaihanga.govt.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7CTracy.Norfleet%40tewaihanga.govt.nz%7Ce6b165a5d4c04c08a84508dca602cad3%7Cd5ee9c2608994a3dac3bf985cacfecf2%7C0%7C0%7C638567778126966557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=s%2BwUtMdGmQ%2FL72kdkRkGiQ%2FrimDbaryhstBbzJY5j08%3D&reserved=0
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16 June 2025 
 
 
 
Meg Stewart Ward 
Labour Leader’s Office  
 
Via email: LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz 
 
 
 
Dear Meg 


 


Thank you for your Official Information Act (OIA) request, received on 19 May 2025. You 
requested copies of the following Infrastructure Commission documents: 


1 Infrastructure 
Commission 


For Minister Penk: Background Information and Speaking 
Notes for Public Sector Infrastructure Leaders Network 
appearance on 7 May 


1-May-25 


2 Infrastructure 
Commission 


Aide memoire - Background information and speech for 
Apopo Congress on 14 May 


2-May-25 


3 New Zealand 
Infrastructure 
Commission 


Infrastructure weekly update for the week starting 21 April 
2025 


16-Apr-25 


You also asked: 


“Where a document that falls under scope of this request cannot be released, please 
supply a summary of that document’s contents. Where any document falls under the 
scope of this request, please release it in full, including sections which might otherwise be 
considered out of scope.” 


Information being released 


Please find enclosed copies of papers 1 and 2 as set out in the table below. Some information 
has been withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the OIA to protect individuals’ privacy. 


 



mailto:LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz
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Paper Date Document Description Decision Section of the OIA 
applied 


1.  30 
April 
2025 


Background information and 
speaking notes for Public Sector 
Infrastructure Leaders Network on 
7 May (Hon Penk) [TW-2025-568] 


Release in part s9(2)(a) 


2.  2 May 
2025 


Background information and 
speech for the Apōpō Congress on 
14 May [TW-2025-564] 


Release in part s9(2)(a) 
 


Appendix A of paper 2 provides speech notes for the Minister to support his address to the 
Apōpō Congress. We note the final speech is also publicly available on the Beehive website 
here: https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/speech-ap%C5%8Dp%C5%8D-congress-
addressing-new-zealand%E2%80%99s-infrastructure-asset-management-challenge. 


Information publicly available 


For paper 3, we periodically publish proactive information releases on our website here: 
https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-
releases. This is where you can find our infrastructure weekly updates. Accordingly, your 
request for paper 3 is refused under section 18(d) of the OIA as this information is publicly 
available. 


Paper Date Document Description Decision 


3. 17 April 
2025 


Infrastructure weekly update for the 
week starting 21 April 2025 [TW-
2025-560] 


Refused s18(d) – it is publicly 
available on our website: 
https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/abo
ut-us/corporate-documents-
official-
information/information-
releases  


 
  



https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/speech-ap%C5%8Dp%C5%8D-congress-addressing-new-zealand%E2%80%99s-infrastructure-asset-management-challenge

https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/speech-ap%C5%8Dp%C5%8D-congress-addressing-new-zealand%E2%80%99s-infrastructure-asset-management-challenge

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases

https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases
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In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of 
the Official Information Act.  


Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and the enclosed documents 
may be published on the Commission’s website. 


This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  


  


Yours sincerely 
 


 


 


 
Andy Hagan 
General Manager, Investment 
 



















































The final speech is publicly available on the Beehive website here: 
https://www.beehive.govt.nz/speech/speech-ap%C5%8Dp%C5%8D-congress-addressing-new-zealand%E2%80%99s-infrastructure-asset-management-challenge
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From: LabourResearch <LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz> 
Sent: Monday, 19 May 2025 2:58 pm
To: Information <info@tewaihanga.govt.nz>
Subject: OIA Request

Kia ora,

Under the Official Information Act 1982, I request copies of:

Infrastructure
Commission

For Minister Penk:
Background
Information and
Speaking Notes for
Public Sector
Infrastructure Leaders
Network appearance
on 7 May

1-May-25

Infrastructure
Commission

Aide memoire -
Background
information and
speech for Apopo
Congress on 14 May

2-May-25

New Zealand
Infrastructure
Commission

Infrastructure weekly
update for the week
starting 21 April 2025

16-Apr-25

Where a document that falls under scope of this request cannot be released, please supply a
summary of that document’s contents. Where any document falls under the scope of this
request, please release it in full, including sections which might otherwise be considered out
of scope.

Kind regards,

Labour Leader’s Office

Authorised by Chris Hipkins MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

s9(2)(a)

mailto:LabourResearch@parliament.govt.nz
mailto:info@tewaihanga.govt.nz


From: Jason Batchelor
To: Jon Butler
Subject: RE: Contact details
Date: Monday, 26 May 2025 9:21:37 am
Attachments: image001.jpg

image002.jpg

Hey Jon

It’s been a bit of a week with Budget, but this week should be good for a coffee.

I am no longer responsible for the infrastructure portfolio, since Barbara is no longer the
spokesperson, but I still have broad oversight because Finance always has oversight of it.

This week is reasonably quiet, so how about Wednesday?

Cheers,

Jason Batchelor | Senior Economic Advisor
Labour Leader’s Office
M | Email 

Authorised by Chris Hipkins MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

From: Jon Butler  
Sent: Monday, 19 May 2025 8:50 PM
To: Jason Batchelor 
Subject: Re: Contact details

Hi Jason

How are you getting on? Are you working on the infra portfolio?

Let me know if you’d have time to catch up for a coffee at some point. 

Appreciate this week will be busy prepping for Budget.

Cheers 

Jon

Jon Butler

Item 2

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

mailto:Jason.Batchelor@parliament.govt.nz
mailto:Jon.Butler@tewaihanga.govt.nz
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CLICK HERE

Rautaki TO FIND OUT MORE
Hanganga o
Aotearoa

New Zealand

Infrastructure Strategy






From: Shane Egan
To:
Cc: OIA
Subject: OIA25-TW14 Official Information Request 
Date: Friday, 25 July 2025 2:26:03 pm
Attachments: image001.png

Kia ora 
We are writing to confirm that on 22 July, the Infrastructure Commission accepted a
partial transfer of your original Official information request addressed to Hon Chris
Bishop dated 15 July 2025.

We will be responding to you in respect of the part of your request for the three reports
listed in WPQ 32214 (2025) that were originated by us.

Ngã mihi

Manager, Ministerial Services  
New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga
Visit us online at https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/

Item 3.1

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

mailto:Shane.Egan@tewaihanga.govt.nz
mailto:oia@tewaihanga.govt.nz
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftewaihanga.govt.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coia%40tewaihanga.govt.nz%7Cd9c192dfcef846899cc108ddcb22989f%7Cd5ee9c2608994a3dac3bf985cacfecf2%7C0%7C0%7C638890071631458444%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=fB%2BCj4W%2Fnl84626KZqjWbA%2FbEOBQPu2m3rd2ytMvBMk%3D&reserved=0
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From: Shane Egan
To:
Cc: OIA
Subject: OIA25-TW14 Response
Date: Thursday, 31 July 2025 4:52:38 pm
Attachments: image001.png

OIA25 TW14 Response letter.pdf
OIA25 TW14 Response Attachments.pdf

Kia ora
Please find attached response to the part of your original request below that was 
transferred to the Infrastructure Commission.
Ngã mihi

Manager, Ministerial Services
New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga
Visit us online at https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

mailto:Shane.Egan@tewaihanga.govt.nz
mailto:oia@tewaihanga.govt.nz
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftewaihanga.govt.nz%2F&data=05%7C02%7Coia%40tewaihanga.govt.nz%7Cbbaa42c36b5342b83d8108ddcfedfc9c%7Cd5ee9c2608994a3dac3bf985cacfecf2%7C0%7C0%7C638895343576580808%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Yyf4gniKQbGcw8wLQDOu0zmRMYtaGHvJ2fuivx%2BjvAU%3D&reserved=0
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31 July 2025         Ref: OIA25-TW14 
 
 
Matt Swann 
Senior Advisor 
Labour Leader’s Office 
 
Via email: matthew.swann@parliament.govt.nz 
 
 
Dear Matt, 


On 22 July 2025 the Infrastructure Commission (the Commission) accepted a partial transfer of 
your Official Information Act (OIA) request dated 15 July 2025 to Hon Chris Bishop under 
section 14 of the Official Information Act on the grounds that some of the information you 
requested was more closely connected with the functions of the Commission. 


The part of your request transferred to the Commission was for:- 


“…. copies of all documents listed in your response to written question 32214 (2025)”. 


Information being released 


Three Commission documents listed in the response to written question 32214 (2025) have 
been identified to be in scope of your request and are itemised in the table below. 


Documents in scope of this request 


Item Date Document Reference and 
Description 


Decision Section of the 
OIA applied 


1.  19 December 
2023 


TW-2023-322 Infrastructure and 
The Resource Management and 
Planning System – Early matters 
for consideration 


Release in part s9(2)(a) 


2.  19 March 
2024 


TW-2024-373 Targeted 
Amendments for RMA 
Amendment Bill #2 to support 
infrastructure provision 


Release in part  s9(2)(a) 
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3.  16 May 2024 TW-2024-407 Priority Resource 
Management Reforms for 
Infrastructure in Phase 2 and 
links to Phase 3 


Release in part s9(2)(a) 


I have decided to release the documents listed above, subject to some information being 
withheld under section 9(2)(a) of the OIA to protect individuals’ privacy.  


We note that due to the passage of time, some of the commentary in our advice may no 
longer be current, but this advice did reflect our best understanding of the proposal at the 
time.  


In making my decision, I have considered the public interest considerations in section 9(1) of 
the Official Information Act.  


Please note that this letter (with your personal details removed) and the enclosed document 
may be published on the Commission’s website. 


This reply addresses the information you requested.  You have the right to ask the 
Ombudsman to investigate and review my decision.  


  


Yours sincerely 
 


 


Peter Nunns 
General Manager – Strategy 
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		TW-2023-322 - Advice on the next stages of RMA reform.pdf

		TW-2024-373 Targeted Amendments for RMA Amendment Bill #2 to support infrastructure provision.pdf

		TW-2024-407 Priority Resource Management Reforms for Infrastructure in Phase 2 and links to Phase 3.pdf









From: Information
To: Thomas Raethel; Information
Subject: RE: Information releases - infrastructure weekly updates
Date: Wednesday, 27 August 2025 11:23:00 am

Kia ora Thomas

We have now updated this page with the June weekly reports:
https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-
releases

Cheers

Bas van Laanen | Senior Digital and Content Advisor - Kaitohutohu Matihiko
Mātāpuputu
New Zealand Infrastructure Commission | Te Waihanga

www.tewaihanga.govt.nz
The information in this email is confidential to the New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga, intended only for the
addressee(s), and may also be legally privileged. If you are not an intended addressee, please immediately delete this email and
notify the New Zealand Infrastructure Commission, Te Waihanga by return email. Any use, dissemination or copying of this
email is strictly prohibited and may be unlawful.

From: Thomas Raethel  
Sent: Tuesday, 19 August 2025 12:06 pm
To: Information <info@tewaihanga.govt.nz>
Subject: Information releases - infrastructure weekly updates

Kia ora

I would like to know when you intend to upload the infrastructure weekly updates to
your website here: https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-
information/information-releases

The most recent report that has been published is almost three months old – I’d be
grateful if some newer reports could be uploaded soon.

Kind regards

Thomas Raethel | Senior Researcher
Labour Leader’s Office
DDI:  Mobile 

Authorised by Chris Hipkins MP, Parliament Buildings, Wellington

Item 4

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a)

s9(2)(a) s9(2)(a)

mailto:info@tewaihanga.govt.nz
mailto:Thomas.Raethel@parliament.govt.nz
mailto:info@tewaihanga.govt.nz
https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases
https://tewaihanga.govt.nz/about-us/corporate-documents-official-information/information-releases
http://www.tewaihanga.govt.nz/
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftewaihanga.govt.nz%2Fabout-us%2Fcorporate-documents-official-information%2Finformation-releases&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40tewaihanga.govt.nz%7C80409092251d4e18cfb608dddeb4343b%7Cd5ee9c2608994a3dac3bf985cacfecf2%7C0%7C0%7C638911587742884053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4rZculttBzKCcULvNhlz60N4fXnU8TM68wAWgK6YkFw%3D&reserved=0
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftewaihanga.govt.nz%2Fabout-us%2Fcorporate-documents-official-information%2Finformation-releases&data=05%7C02%7Cinfo%40tewaihanga.govt.nz%7C80409092251d4e18cfb608dddeb4343b%7Cd5ee9c2608994a3dac3bf985cacfecf2%7C0%7C0%7C638911587742884053%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=4rZculttBzKCcULvNhlz60N4fXnU8TM68wAWgK6YkFw%3D&reserved=0

	OIA26-TW18 Letter of Response.pdf
	OIA26-TW18 - Attachment Items 1 to 4.pdf
	Item 1 - Response to your OIA Request.pdf
	Item 2 - RE_ Contact details.pdf
	Item 3.1 - OIA25-TW14 Official Information Request - Name.pdf
	Item 3.2 - OIA25-TW14 Response.pdf
	Item 4 - RE Information releases - infrastructure weekly updates.pdf
	Blank Page




