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Attention: To whom it may concern 

By online submission  
 
 

 

Submission: Draft National Infrastructure Plan 

1 Reflective Construction Law is a law firm established in 2018 to provide project focused support 
to the construction sector. We are part of the All-of-Government external legal panel.  

2 We are pleased to make this submission as part of the consultation being carried out by Te 
Waihanga / New Zealand Infrastructure Commission (Te Waihanga) on the Draft National 
Infrastructure Plan (NIP). Strengthening New Zealand’s infrastructure industry is necessary and 
the systematic approach of Te Waihanga through the NIP should be commended. Overall, we 
support the recommendations made in the NIP. 

3 Initially we provide some overarching submissions; and then provide targeted feedback on the 
specific recommendations in the feedback form. We have maintained the headings from the 
NIP for ease of reference. 

Overarching comments 

4 Support for Te Waihanga – There are two distinct aspects of the NIP: (1) the collation and 
dissemination of information; and (2) practical input in infrastructure investment. Achieving 
these objectives will require cross-sector buy-in and it would be good to see Te Waihanga’s 
mandate strengthened through targeted regulation and/or agency directives. Our understanding 
is that agency engagement is largely voluntary and as a result the foundation underpinning the 
NIP should be strengthened through: 

a. Regulation that requiring agencies to provide information as part of its regular reporting 
cycle (such as providing the information at the same time as budgets are submitted for 
approval). 

b. Mandating an IPP review for all large projects (for example >$100m), and recommending 
an IPP review for lower value projects (say >$10m).  

5 Support for agencies – The IPP review to ensure projects are appropriately scoped and 
funded is useful. Large project can receive this review through Te Waihanga but in our view all 
projects would benefit from some level of review / planning. It would be good if a simplified 
version of this review could be applied at an agency level to smaller projects and doing so 
would increase consistency across the entire infrastructure pipeline.  














