
Selwyn District Council’s Feedback on the Draft National Infrastructure Plan 

Selwyn District Council welcomes the opportunity to provide feedback on New Zealand’s Infrastructure 
Commission’s Draft National Infrastructure Plan. The submission represents the collective opinion of the 
Council and focuses on issues from the perspective of a territorial authority. The Council recognises 
infrastructure planning as critical to support our country and it is important there is a plan to address New 
Zealand’s challenges. 

The Selwyn District (the district) is a territorial authority in Te Waipounamu | South Island and covers 
6,400km2 embodying ki uta ki tai, from the mountains to the sea. Te Taumutu Rūnanga and Te Ngāi 
Tūāhuriri Rūnanga have the predominant takiwā interests, both of whom are papatipu rūnanga that form 
part of the governing body of Ngāi Tahu. 

The Selwyn district has experienced unprecedented growth, change and development in recent decades, 
and so far, Council has responded well to the pressures and opportunities this growth entails. Continued 
growth of the Selwyn District is expected into the future, which will need to be supported by appropriate 
regulatory system settings if Selwyn is to achieve its long-term vision of “A liveable, innovative and 
connected Waikirikiri Selwyn, filled with opportunity and prosperity.” 

The feedback is provided following the structure of the online feedback process, with the context, 
challenge, and recommendation from the draft plan provided to assist the development of the feedback. 

 

Overall Comments 

The Selwyn District Council supports the direction of the plan. The Council agrees that infrastructure 
enables the connectedness between people and communities and a greater emphasis on initiatives that 
improve access to infrastructure and communities, including our rural towns, should be prioritised. 
Council’s commitment to infrastructure is demonstrated through expenditure of $181 million during the 
24/25 financial year towards roading and water projects across the district as well as the $145.8 million 
allocated to future infrastructure projects in the 25/26 Annual Plan. 

The Council agrees that consideration of all outcomes is as important for infrastructure as focusing solely 
on economic outcomes. The Council supports additional mechanisms for co-investment and co-
planning between central government and high-growth councils. High-quality pro-active infrastructure 
investment can encourage people to move to an area, and give them certainty of services available, 
improving their quality of life.  Infrastructure investment can help promote intensifying where possible 
and overall contributing to greater outcomes, helping a shift to public and active transport and reducing 
the having more infrastructure to maintain. This is especially important given the aging/growing 
population projections for our towns.  

Infrastructure has been an aspect of growth that has been under-invested in for years and it is critical that 
a greater focus on upkeep and producing high-quality infrastructure is prioritised. Selwyn District Council 
currently has an internal audit programme, and it is recommended that central government adopt a 
similar system to effectively analyse the quality of execution of our infrastructure projects. Furthermore, 
big projects in New Zealand are often sold on excitement rather than evidence and understanding. 
Politics can often get in the way of good decision-making processes around infrastructure, and increased 
transparency and auditing provides the opportunity to keep our infrastructure projects focused on 
delivering for our communities. 

The Council would like to see a bigger focus on resilience to natural hazards within the plan, especially 
with the alpine fault, increasing flood risk etc. 




























