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The Cyprian Plague of the Third Century





Incentives and Institutions: Singapore











Integration and Upward Mobility in Brazil





The Downside of 15-Minute Cities
(Abbiasov, Ratti, and many others) 



Highway Roughness in the US and Civil Engineers’ 
Grades (Duranton, Nagbal and Turner, 2021)











• We get a similar but slightly larger estimate using the road resurfacing data





Income and Roughness in Greater NYC



Race and Roughness: NYC Metro (232 towns)



Race and Roughness Nationally



Road Repaving is Terribly Targeted (Chicago)



The Law and Public Procurement



The World Bank Procurement Survey

• A potential new component of the doing business survey.

• Correspondents (lawyers, etc.) globally are asked about a hypothetical five 
million dollar road construction job.  

• They are asked about laws (“Do Tender Documents and Technical 
Specifications need to be made available by the Procuring Entity”)

• Practices:  “Are tender documents and technical specification typically 
made available by the procuring entity”)

• Process:  How frequent are collusion, favoritism or non-competitive 
auctions.

• How frequent is bribery?

• Product:  How frequent are cost-overruns, time delays, low quality jobs?  



Four Empirical Implications of the Model

• # 1:  Regulatory Laws that reduce PE discretion reduce bribery.

• # 2: Practices are better than laws when accountability is high and 
worse when accountability is low.  

• # 3:  Process and product improve – regardless of the laws – in more 
accountable countries.  

• # 4:  Regulation is good in low accountability countries and bad in 
high accountability countries.  

• Two measures of accountability: WGI Government Effectiveness and 
National Human Capital (many past papers on this).  







𝑃𝑟𝑎𝑐𝑡𝑖𝑐𝑒 =
.456
(.055)

∙ 𝐿𝑎𝑤𝑠 +
9.00
.98

∙ 𝐻𝑢𝑚𝑎𝑛 𝐶𝑎𝑝𝑖𝑡𝑎𝑙, 𝑅2 = .47







Cities are resilient! (Milan 1943 and 2014)
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