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To whom it may concern,

HORIZONS REGIONAL COUNCIL SUBMISSION — DRAFT NATIONAL INFRASTRUCTURE
PLAN

Thank you for the opportunity to submit on the Draft National Infrastructure Plan. Horizons
Regional Council (Horizons) is the regional authority for the Manawati-Whanganui Region,
extending from south of Levin to north of Taumarunui and from Whanganui across to the
east coast, covering an approximate 22,000km? in total. Horizons' responsibilities include
managing the region’s natural resources, provision of flood control and land drainage
infrastructure, monitoring air and water quality, pest control, facilitating economic growth,
leading regional land transport planning and coordinating our region’s response to natural
disasters.

Over the last 35 years of our Council’'s work in this region, the landscape has changed and
evolved. We continue to adapt and progress in the work we do through our relationships and
the progression of best practice in the activities and work we undertake to achieve better
outcomes for our communities and region.

Horizons is generally supportive of the Taituara and Te Uru Kahika submissions. We especially
support their submission points regarding the significant importance of flood infrastructure
and flood infrastructure investment.

Please see our recommendations for the Draft National Infrastructure Plan (NIP) below.
Key recommendations
Significance of Flood Control Infrastructure

1. Horizons is concerned with the current lack of visibility in the draft National
Infrastructure Plan (NIP) of flood control infrastructure. River management structures are
critical to protect other infrastructure and communities.

2. Page 105 of the draft NIP states “Infrastructure needs to become more resilient because
risks are intensifying...Costs from extreme weather events and flooding will increase due
to climate change.” Given the critical role that flood control infrastructure plays in
safeguarding other essential infrastructure systems, the NIP should emphasise its
importance.

3. Horizons recommends to reflect its true value, flood control infrastructure should be
given the same level of visibility and priority as 'Water and Waste' infrastructure as shown
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