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Education Visits 
Risk Assessment Guidance

As for all large attractions, Cheddar is subject to inspections from a variety of H&S enforcement bodies including HSE, Environmental Health, and AALS. They look at the way in which we take care of the safety of visitors and staff.

It is strongly recommended that all teachers/group organisers make a pre-visit to Cheddar Gorge and Caves and carry out their own risk assessment. We can provide complimentary tickets for this. In the event that a pre-visit is impossible, this document provides a general outline of the risks and controls identified.

It is essential that children are supervised throughout their visit to Cheddar. 
To assist with this we allow, for educational groups, 1 adult free with every 6 pupils.
It is important to check with your local authority what their recommended supervision
ratios are.

It is essential that the children and all attending a visit understand:
The aims and objectives of the visit.
How to avoid specific dangers and why they should follow rules.
Why safety precautions are in place and what standard of behaviour is expected.
Who is responsible for the group.
What to do if approached by anyone from outside the group.
What to do if separated from the group.
The time and place of departure for the group.
That in an emergency situation e.g. first aid, a member of Cheddar Gorge and Caves staff should be notified. First aiders available on site.

Hazards and Risks & Controls
Hazard and risk: Vehicles –risk of being hit by vehicle on B3135
Controls:
Teachers/group leaders to keep children in sight and under control at all times.
Adults to assist in crossing the children over the B3135 to the
Museum and back.
High-Viz Jackets may be appropriate.

Hazard and risk: Wet, slippery, uneven floor surfaces – Slips, Trips and Falls
Controls:
Regular monitoring on conditions by Cheddar Gorge and Caves staff with maintenance carried out when required.
Handrails on steps and slopes in Gough’s cave and up the side of Jacob’s Ladder
Appropriate Signage
Appropriate footwear to be worn.

Hazard and Risk: Subdued Lighting- Slips, Trips and Falls
Controls:
Emergency lighting throughout the cave.
Daily check of cave by staff to ensure that all lighting is working.
Signage warning of subdued lighting.

Hazard and Risk: Prehistory demonstrations – physical injury due to the nature of the
demonstration using fire, flint and bone artefacts.
Controls:
Pupils to be monitored by teachers/responsible adult at all times.
Pupils kept a safe distance from the demonstration by barrier.
Trained, competent staff giving demonstration.
 Fire marshals and Firefighting equipment.

Hazard and Risk: Pond in museum garden – risk of falling in water/drowning
Controls:
Pupils to be monitored by teachers/responsible adult at all times.
Barrier
Warning signs
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Controls:
Pupils to be monitored by teachers/responsible adult at all times.
Staff trained in procedures in dealing with lost children and other emergency
situations.
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