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Longleat is one of seven animal 
collections working with the 
Portuguese government on the 
conservation programme. This 
programme is the first time ever 
that these spiders have been 
reared in captivity. Longleat’s 
spiders help in vital data 
collection and research. They 
are kept in a bio secure unit so 
that they may potentially one 
day be re introduced to the wild 
if needed.

These spiders are only found in only one valley on the uninhabited Desertas Grande island, off the south coast of 
Madeira. It is thought that only around 4,000 Desertas wolf spiders survive in the wild. 

Their wild habitat is 
at risk. An invasive 
species of grass is 
spreading across 

their habitat floor, 
changing the 

composition of the 
soil and preventing 

the spiders from 
building their 

burrows.



https://biaza.org.uk/
https://www.eaza.net/




















https://www.tusk.org/


https://www.redpandanetwork.org/
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https://www.koalacentre.org/home
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https://www.iucnredlist.org/


https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p08xc2lh/a-perfect-planet


https://www.eaza.net/
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