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15 September 2026 

New Delhi, India 

 

Isère Amont receives a 2026 FIDIC Project Award in recognition of its 

contribution to climate adaptation 
 ________________________________ 
 

The Isère Amont integrated development project has received a 2026 FIDIC Project Award in the 

category ‘Adapting existing systems to tackle the causes or effects of climate change’ at the FIDIC 

Global Infrastructure Awards held in New Delhi. This international recognition confirms the project’s 

standing as a benchmark for climate adaptation, less than a year after it was awarded a prize in one 

of the categories of the 2025 Grand Prix National de l’Ingénierie (France)*. This dual distinction 

celebrates a pioneering approach that combines flood protection, climate adaptation and ecological 

restoration on a valley-wide scale. 

  

View upstream along the Isère from a line running through the offices of Egis (Seyssins) or Artelia (Echirolles), 

showing the CIC right-of-way and the Q200 floodplain. The Chartreuse mountains on the left, the Belledonne 

range on the right and Mont Blanc in the background (near the Hydretudes offices). © SYMBHI 

A territorial resilience project with measurable impacts 

Located in the Grésivaudan Valley, between Grenoble and Pontcharra, the project addresses a major 

challenge in terms of territorial resilience. Faced with a flood risk likely to affect more than 300,000 residents 

across 29 local authorities, the teams have developed an approach based on the principle of ‘giving space 

back to the river’, rather than continuing to constrain it. 

Spanning more than 40 kilometres of the valley, the project includes, in particular, 16 controlled floodplains 

covering 3,600 hectares, capable of storing up to 35 million m³ of water, as well as more than 400 hydraulic 

and environmental structures. This strategy both reduces the risk of flooding and sustainably restores the 

river’s natural functions. 
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Beyond its hydraulic aspects, Isère Amont is also a major ecological restoration project involving the removal 

or setting back of dykes, the reconnection of alluvial forests and wetlands, the enhancement of ecological 

connectivity, and the return of iconic species such as the beaver and the narrow-leaved cattail. 

Delivered in 2023 after 18 years of consultation, studies and works, the project represents an investment 

of 135 million euros and is now an international benchmark for sustainable river management. 

Key figures 

 40 km of redeveloped river valley 

 29 municipalities protected 

 300,000 residents affected 

 16 controlled floodplains 

 3,600 ha utilised 

 35 million m³ of storage capacity 

 Over 400 structures built 

 18 years of consultation, design and construction 

 €135 million invested 

 2025 Grand Prix National de l’Ingénierie – category prize 

 FIDIC Project Award 2026 – Medium to Large Project category 

Project owner and project manager 

Led by SYMBHI (Syndicat Mixte des Bassins Hydrauliques de l’Isère) with the support of its delegated project 

owner, Elegia Territoires 38, the project was designed and delivered by a consortium comprising Egis (lead 

project manager), Artelia (upstream designer) and Hydrétudes (environment and ecology consultant). 

 

 

 

Manon gravel pit reconnected to 

the River Isère upstream and 

downstream (La Pierre) ©SYMBHI 

Setback of the embankment, 

opening up of the existing structure 

and reconnection of a backwater 

(Lumbin) ©SYMBHI 

Flooding of the alluvial forest 

(Champ près Froges, La Pierre)  

©SYMBHI 
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About Egis  
____________________________________ 

 

Egis is a leading international player in architecture, consultancy, construction engineering, and operations and mobility 

services. We design and operate smart infrastructure and buildings that address the challenges posed by the climate 

emergency and enable more balanced, sustainable and resilient land-use planning.  

Our 23,500 employees operate in over 70 countries, drawing on their expertise to develop and deliver cutting-edge 

innovations and solutions to our clients. Through the diversity of our areas of expertise, we play a key role in the collective 

organisation of society and the living environment of citizens worldwide. 

LinkedIn: Egis | Instagram: @egisgroup | X ( Twitter) : @egis | Facebook: @egisgroup: 

Press contacts  

Isabelle Mayrand 

Head of Communications and Public Affairs 

Tel.: 06 17 10 29 70 

isabelle.mayrand@egis-group.com 

Sabine Mendy 

Deputy Director of Communications 

Tel.: 06 25 33 02 64 

sabine.mendy@egis-group.com  

 

About Artelia 
____________________________________ 

 

Artelia is an international multidisciplinary consultancy, engineering and project management group operating in the 

transport, water, energy, construction and industrial sectors.  

 

With 11,400 employees, Artelia is a leading player in Europe, with consolidated turnover of €1.35 billion in 2025 and a 

presence in over 40 countries across Europe, Africa, the Middle East, Asia-Pacific and the Americas. Artelia is wholly 

owned by its managers and employees. 

https://www.arteliagroup.com/fr/ | LinkedIn: Artelia-group | Instagram: @arteliagroup | Facebook: 

@arteliagroup  

Press contact  

Laurence Bois 

Buzzdistrict 

+33 (0)6 09 38 67 84 

laurence@buzzdistrict.com 

 

About HYDRÉTUDES (ALTEREO Group) 
____________________________________ 

 

A subsidiary of the Altereo Group, HYDRETUDES is an environmental engineering consultancy specialising in water and 

natural hazards, the restoration of aquatic environments, nature-based solutions and adaptation to climate change. 

www.altereo.fr 

Press contact  

Didier CLEMENT NOTS 

Deputy Managing Director for Water and Aquatic Environments Management and Flood Prevention 

d.clement-nots@altereo.fr 

+33 6 86 04 74 53 
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