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Foreword

11 As an international business, financial, and trading

hub, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) is exposed
to the risks of transnational Money Laundering
(ML), Terrorism Financing (TF), and Proliferation
Financing (PF). Criminals seek to exploit the
UAE's economic openness, financial system, and
business infrastructure to move illicit funds and
assets. Therefore, it is essential for the UAE to
remain vigilant and proactive in safeguarding
against the misuse of its financial and business
environments for such illegal activities.

1.2 Due to the evolving global geopolitical

landscape, shifting macroeconomic conditions,
and the rising use of sophisticated financial
and business structures, the risks associated

with ML/TF/PF in the UAE have become
increasingly complex. These factors have
expanded the opportunities for criminals to
exploit vulnerabilities in financial systems,
making it more difficult to detect and prevent
illicit activities. Furthermore, advancements

in technology have created new avenues for
transferring and concealing illicit funds and
assets across borders with unprecedented
speed and ease. In light of these developments,
this National Risk Assessment (NRA) for Money
Laundering and Terrorist Financing takes into
account the evolving landscape of financial
crime and its growing challenges.

1.3 The evolving threat landscape impacts how

authorities coordinate and collaborate with
one another, as well as with the private sector,
to address ML/TF risks. Effective international
cooperation is crucial in responding to

the growing complexity of illicit financial

flows across borders. Strengthening these
partnerships is essential for improving efforts
to detect and mitigate financial crime on a
global scale.

14 The UAE is committed to continuously

enhancing its AML/CFT/CPF regime. Our
framework is fully aligned with international
standards and best practices, supported
by robust laws and regulations, risk-based
supervision, and effective enforcement.

Recent initiatives have further strengthened
the regime, including updates to the legal and
regulatory framework, improved inter-agency
cooperation, and a more strategic use of
financial intelligence. Additionally, progress
has been made in areas such as risk-based
supervision, asset recovery, public-private
partnerships, and international cooperation,
all of which contribute to the UAE's efforts in
effectively addressing the evolving risks of
financial crime.

15 The UAE is a committed member of the FATF
and the MENAFATF. Additionally, it has served
as an observer to the APG since 2023. The
UAE also actively contributes to the efforts of
international organizations combating financial
crime, including the Egmont Group, reaffirming
its dedication to addressing the escalating
threats posed by financial crimes

16 The UAE's efforts to combat AML/CFT/CPF, are
led by the Higher Committee for the National
Strategy on AML/CTF. This committee is co-
chaired by senior officials from key national
authorities. The General Secritary of NAMLCFTC
serves as the national coordinator, overseeing the
implementation and regular updates of policies
and strategies to address emerging risks.

17 A key component of our efforts is the National
Risk Assessment (NRA), developed by the
General Secritariat of the National Anti Money
Laundering and Combatting Financing of
Terrorism and Financing of lllegal Organizations
Committee (GS-NAMLCFTC). The NRA provides
a comprehensive evaluation of the UAE's
understanding of current and emerging money
laundering and terrorist financing threats and
vulnerabilities across various sectors. The
findings from the NRA help guide decision-
making, prioritizing risks and informing actions
for supervision, enforcement, and mitigation to
effectively tackle financial crime.

The UAE National Anti Money Laundering and Combatting Financing
of Terrorism and Financing of lllegal Organizations Committee.











































































































