An overview of George Stephenson and R
early locomotive development

George Stephenson makes
his first travelling steam engine

* In 1814 he designed and built his
first travelling steam engine (for his
employer) and called it Blucher.

¢ |t could haul 30 tons of
coal uphill at 4 mph.

* Born: 1781 near Newcastle.

* His parents were too poor
to send him to school.

* When he was 17 he got a job
looking after a static steam
engine, and even made shoes
and mended clocks to earn

DR M. » After building many more

* At 18 he went to night engines he then improved
school to learn how to read, the railways so that they
write and do arithmetic. could cope with heavier loads.

* When a steam engine broke down he told his
boss that he could fix it, which he did, and was
promoted to become an engine-wright. He later
became an expert in steam-driven machinery.

* He became a civil and mechanical engineer
(building railways and the steam engines).

* He became known as The Father of Railways.
* Died: 1848 aged 67 and was buried in Chesterfield.
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Locomotion Rocket
* He surveyed the land for the » George was appointed to construct
Stockton to Darlington railway in the Liverpool and Manchester Railway.

1821 and started construction the * In 1829 his engine called Rocket (jointly

following year (now with his son, designed with his son Robert) won a

Robert). Opened 1825. race along the new track which enabled
* He also designed the first steam him to build the engines for the new

engine to go onto this new railway, Liverpool and Manchester Railway.

called Locomotion. * This meant he now he became

* The rail gauge was 56.5 inches, famous as both a railway engineer
which has become the standard and a locomotive engineer.
gauge across the world.

——

Built from 1870 ‘ Built from 170

Built from 1848 Built from 1857
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